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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

 

 
“What comes across in every moment of their performance is an adoration for singing —
turning melodies and harmonies on their heads to come up with something unique and 
full of freshness and appeal.  When redefining musical rules, it helps to be good -- and 
these five are very good, lacking nothing in imagination and the ability to sell their 
vision of a song.” 

      —The Chicago Tribune  
 
 
Chicago’s “uniquely compelling” Jewish vocal band has delivered harmony, humor, and vocal 
pyrotechnics for 20 years—while continuing to elude definition. “Our music is about creating a 
special connection with our audience”, says founder and musical director, Steve Singer. “We are 
building that relationship from the first note… to energize and inspire. By the end of the show, 
we’re family.” 
 
Listen Up! delivers warmth and sheer “knock-yer-socks-off” vocal power in a way that 
differentiates them from many Jewish vocal “boy bands”. Kevin Kirshenbaum, Noah Mishkin, 
Steve Singer, AY Karsh, and Michael Mann bring considerable talents as a professional 
ensemble—with a confident, easy manner during performances that wins the heart (and ears) of 
audiences of all demographics. With multigenerational wit and humor, tzioni sensibilities, and 
an impressive artistic palette drawn from diverse Jewish musical traditions, Listen Up! leaves 
no audience unaffected by their performance. 
 
Listen Up! has been repeatedly selected among vocal groups throughout the Midwest to 
perform in the Harmony Sweepstakes National Competition (winning “Best Original 
Arrangement”) and their recording “Jewphoria” was nominated for “best religious album” by the 
Contemporary A Cappella Recording Awards (CARA), an international contest whose past 
winners include vocal groups such as the Nylons, Rockapella, and Take 6.  
 
The best way, however, to understand the value that Listen Up! can bring to special events is 
by experiencing their music yourself… and hearing what others have take away from their 
performance. Visit Listen Up!’s website (www.jewishsong.com) or Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/jewishsong) for music, videos, testimonials, and more… 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
O V E R V I E W 

 
 
 
 
 

 JEWISH MUSIC & SECULAR FAVORITES (…BEATLES TO BORSHT!) 
 

 80+ SONG REPERTOIRE 
 

 FLEXIBLE PERFORMANCE FORMATS 
 

 SPECIAL PERFORMANCES TAILORED TO CHILDREN, FAMILY, 
COLLEGIATE, AND ELDERLY AUDIENCES 

 
 HOLIDAY PROGRAMS FOR CHANUKAH, PURIM, AND YOM HA’ATZMAUT 

(ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE DAY) 
 

 SHOMER SHABBOS - BRING A CAPPELLA HARMONY TO SABBATH 
EVENTS 

 
 JEWISH MUSIC OF A DOZEN STYLES – KLEZMER, YIDDISH, ISRAELI, FOLK, 

HUMOROUS, CHALUTZI, SEPHARDIC/LADINO, YESHIVA 
 

 SECULAR MUSIC INCLUDES ROCK ‘N ROLL, JAZZ, DO-WOP, COUNTRY-
WESTERN, BARBERSHOP, MOTOWN, R & B and CONTEMPORARY POP 

 
 ALL MALE ENSEMBLE 

 
 SFIRAH PERFORMANCES - ENTERTAINMENT FOR YOUR EVENT 

WITHOUT INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC   
 
  

 



 

 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

        VOICES 
	
  

After	
  every	
  show,	
  one	
  young	
  audience	
  member	
  invariably	
  approaches	
  the	
  stage	
  and	
  asks	
  Steve	
  Singer,	
  "How	
  do	
  you	
  make	
  all	
  those	
  
sounds?"	
  Steve	
  pauses	
  for	
  a	
  moment,	
  smiles	
  and	
  replies,	
  "I	
  had	
  way	
  too	
  much	
  time	
  by	
  myself	
  as	
  a	
  child."	
  Indeed,	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  difficulty	
  in	
  
describing	
  what	
  LU!	
  is	
  resides	
  in	
  explaining	
  what	
  Musical	
  Director	
  and	
  vocalist	
  Steve	
  Singer	
  does	
  in	
  performance	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  studio.	
  Steve	
  is	
  a	
  
baritone	
  who	
  would	
  rather	
  deliver	
  stand-­‐up	
  than	
  sit	
  down	
  (and	
  be	
  quiet).	
  A	
  percussionist	
  who	
  sings	
  drums	
  better	
  than	
  he	
  plays	
  them.	
  An	
  
aspiring	
  Latin	
  Jazz	
  pianist	
  who	
  doesn't	
  play	
  the	
  piano.	
  See	
  a	
  pattern?	
  
	
  	
  
All	
  told,	
  Steve's	
  creative	
  energies	
  have	
  found	
  a	
  welcoming	
  20-­‐year	
  home	
  in	
  this	
  uncommon	
  vocal	
  band.	
  His	
  quirky	
  arrangements	
  and	
  never-­‐
take-­‐yourself-­‐too-­‐seriously	
  perspective	
  have	
  helped	
  to	
  define	
  LU!	
  With	
  founding	
  member	
  (and	
  power-­‐alto)	
  Rebecca,	
  Steve	
  has	
  found	
  not	
  just	
  
the	
  only	
  woman	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  that	
  would	
  tolerate	
  his	
  mishigas,	
  but	
  also	
  a	
  mother	
  to	
  his	
  3	
  children.	
  
	
  

Michael	
  Mann,	
  or	
  as	
  we	
  refer	
  to	
  him	
  "Moshe"	
  or	
  simply	
  "Mo",	
  has	
  recently	
  returned	
  from	
  retirement	
  to	
  re-­‐join	
  Listen	
  Up!'s	
  ranks.	
  Moshe	
  
sang	
  with	
  the	
  "band"	
  for	
  8	
  years	
  back	
  in	
  our	
  "disco"	
  period.	
  His	
  smooth	
  tenor/baritone	
  voice	
  can	
  be	
  heard	
  on	
  our	
  Jewphoria	
  recording	
  and	
  
we're	
  happy	
  to	
  have	
  him	
  back	
  on	
  stage.	
  
	
  	
  
Moshe	
  harks	
  from	
  Far	
  Rockaway,	
  NY	
  and	
  attended	
  Touro	
  College.	
  Presently,	
  his	
  New	
  York	
  family	
  picked	
  up	
  and	
  moved	
  West	
  to	
  Arizona	
  -­‐-­‐	
  
which,	
  aside	
  from	
  the	
  food,	
  is	
  much	
  more	
  pleasant	
  to	
  visit	
  in	
  the	
  winter	
  than	
  the	
  east	
  coast.	
  Unable	
  to	
  live	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  arctic	
  climate	
  -­‐-­‐	
  
Moshe	
  settled	
  in	
  Chicago	
  with	
  his	
  wife,	
  Debra...	
  and	
  they	
  live	
  in	
  Skokie	
  with	
  their	
  two	
  children.	
  
	
  
By	
  day,	
  Moshe	
  works	
  in	
  radio	
  -­‐-­‐	
  for	
  Chicago's	
  WLS-­‐AM.	
  By	
  night,	
  if	
  he's	
  not	
  playing	
  basketball,	
  you'll	
  hear	
  Moshe	
  singing	
  his	
  favorite	
  R	
  &	
  B	
  tunes	
  
while	
  he	
  plays	
  with	
  his	
  iPhone.	
  	
  
	
  

AY	
  Karsh's	
  winning	
  smile	
  is	
  evidence	
  of	
  his	
  distinct	
  pleasure	
  -­‐-­‐	
  with	
  Noah	
  Mishkin's	
  arrival	
  (below)	
  -­‐-­‐	
  of	
  no	
  longer	
  being	
  the	
  youngest	
  member	
  
of	
  the	
  "band".	
  After	
  4	
  years	
  of	
  late-­‐night	
  cramming	
  on	
  "Pop	
  Culture	
  Trivia	
  of	
  the	
  70's	
  and	
  80's",	
  AY	
  can	
  now	
  fully	
  participate	
  in	
  any	
  inside	
  joke	
  
lobbed	
  by	
  a...	
  shall	
  we	
  say	
  "elder"	
  member	
  of	
  Listen	
  Up!	
  Perhaps	
  you	
  can	
  try	
  to	
  shatter	
  this	
  facade	
  by	
  yelling	
  "Help!	
  I've	
  fallen	
  and	
  I	
  can't	
  get	
  
up!"	
  or	
  "Where's	
  the	
  beef?!"	
  at	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  performances.	
  
AY,	
  the	
  product	
  of	
  a	
  mixed	
  marriage	
  -­‐-­‐	
  between	
  his	
  Sephardi	
  mother	
  and	
  Ashkenaz	
  father	
  (Northbrook's	
  Rabbi	
  Yehoshua	
  Karsh)	
  has	
  followed	
  
suit	
  this	
  past	
  year	
  by	
  marrying	
  Molly	
  -­‐-­‐	
  a	
  yahoo	
  from	
  the	
  hinterlands...	
  Milwaukee!	
  
By	
  day,	
  AY	
  is	
  a	
  videographer	
  -­‐	
  and	
  separately,	
  an	
  educator	
  of	
  special-­‐needs	
  children.	
  By	
  night	
  (and	
  weekend)	
  AY	
  provides	
  his	
  crooning	
  baritone	
  
as	
  one	
  of	
  Listen	
  Up!'s	
  leading	
  men...	
  and	
  you	
  also	
  might	
  see	
  AY	
  at	
  a	
  wedding	
  (or	
  two)	
  singing	
  with	
  Chicago's	
  Mesamchei	
  Lev	
  Orchestra.	
  	
  
	
  

It's	
  beshert	
  that	
  Kevin	
  Kirshenbaum	
  found	
  his	
  way	
  to	
  Chicago's	
  very	
  own	
  Jewish	
  vocal	
  band.	
  Actually,	
  he	
  hired	
  us	
  to	
  perform	
  at	
  his	
  oldest	
  
son's	
  bar	
  mitzvah,	
  but	
  he	
  couldn't	
  pay	
  the	
  bill...	
  so,	
  the	
  rest	
  is	
  history.	
  
	
  	
  
Kevin's	
  roots	
  run	
  deep	
  in	
  the	
  Second	
  City.	
  His	
  father,	
  Joseph	
  Kirshenbaum	
  z"l,	
  owned	
  the	
  cornerstone	
  kosher	
  deli	
  of	
  West	
  Rogers	
  Park.	
  Kevin's	
  
soaring	
  tenor	
  vocals	
  got	
  their	
  start	
  early,	
  in	
  the	
  breakout	
  role	
  of	
  Captain	
  Hook	
  in	
  Peter	
  Pan	
  at	
  Camp	
  Ramah.	
  He	
  was	
  12.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Though	
  life	
  has	
  changed	
  since	
  then	
  -­‐-­‐	
  a	
  beautiful	
  family	
  of	
  six,	
  a	
  successful	
  radiology	
  practice	
  -­‐-­‐	
  his	
  voice	
  hasn't.	
  For	
  the	
  High	
  Holidays,	
  Kevin	
  
aspires	
  to	
  Tucker's	
  operatic	
  chazzanus	
  ("My	
  family	
  hates	
  when	
  I	
  practice").	
  Alas,	
  his	
  best	
  gig	
  remains	
  singing	
  with	
  his	
  musical	
  kids.	
  Kevin,	
  as	
  
Listen	
  Up!'s	
  high-­‐tenor	
  lead	
  and	
  "turbo-­‐tweeter"	
  takes	
  our	
  harmonies	
  into	
  the	
  stratosphere.	
  
	
  
In	
  casual	
  conversation,	
  you	
  might	
  not	
  connect	
  the	
  concepts	
  of	
  "basso	
  profundo"	
  and	
  "cufflink	
  tycoon",	
  but	
  therein	
  lies	
  the	
  enigma	
  of	
  Listen	
  

Up!'s	
  newest	
  vocalist,	
  Noah	
  Mishkin.	
  Sure,	
  it	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  enough	
  if	
  the	
  artistic	
  kid	
  from	
  Chicago	
  simply	
  applied	
  his	
  "trade"	
  after	
  
attending	
  Boston's	
  Wentworth	
  Institute	
  of	
  Technology	
  for	
  his	
  Master's	
  degree	
  in	
  Architecture.	
  But,	
  helping	
  to	
  design	
  buildings	
  that	
  "soar"	
  (such	
  
as	
  Skokie's	
  Church	
  St.	
  shul)	
  is	
  merely	
  a	
  hobby	
  for	
  Mishkin.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Lo,	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  enough	
  if	
  Noah	
  was	
  to	
  perform	
  his	
  ample	
  skills	
  as	
  a	
  guitar	
  teacher	
  of	
  many	
  years,	
  perhaps	
  in	
  a	
  real	
  band...	
  Dayenu!	
  But,	
  no...	
  
Noah	
  has	
  a	
  higher	
  calling.	
  In	
  Listen	
  Up!,	
  Noah	
  is	
  taking	
  us	
  to	
  new	
  depths	
  -­‐-­‐	
  while	
  he	
  slowly,	
  but	
  surely	
  plans	
  his	
  ascent	
  to	
  the	
  Fortune	
  500	
  with	
  
his	
  custom-­‐cufflink	
  business,	
  Cuffitt.	
  Noah's	
  wife,	
  Suzanne,	
  is	
  a	
  schoolteacher	
  -­‐-­‐	
  which	
  helps	
  to	
  keep	
  him	
  from	
  interrupting	
  during	
  class.	
  They	
  
have	
  2	
  boys...	
  both	
  of	
  whom	
  play	
  guitar	
  with	
  dad.	
  
	
  



 

 

 

 
 
 
R E F E R E N C E S 
 

 

Be sure to ask us to talk to our references. 
 

 
American Conference of Cantors 

American Friends of Israeli War Disabled 

American Jewish Congress 

Amit Women 

Birmingham Jewish Community Center 

B’nai Brith 

Lubavitch Chabad of Illinois 

Chicago Cultural Center 

Community Foundation for Jewish Education 

CAJE 

Dallas Jewish Community Center 

Greater Chicago Jewish Folk Art Festival 

Hadassah 

Harmony Sweepstakes Chicago Semi-Finals 

Hillel Academy of Milwaukee 

Hillel Academy of Pittsburgh 

Hillel Torah North Suburban Day School  

Ida Crown Jewish Academy 

Israel Bonds 

Jewish Community Centers of Chicago 

Jewish Federation 

Jewish Federation of Vancouver 

Jewish Foundation of Manitoba 

Jewish Youth Director’s Association 

MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger 

Rabbinical Assembly 

Ravinia Festival 

Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies 

United Jewish Appeal - University Programs 

United Jewish Appeal – Young Leadership 

United Synagogue  

Windsor Jewish Community Center 

Women’s American ORT 

Young Israel of St. Louis 

 

… and numerous other synagogues and families throughout the US and Canada.  



 
 
                                                          
 

   
 

     PRESS INFO 
 
 
We need you to help us by promoting our participation with your event in a way that is 
appropriate and consistent with the many other organizations we’ve had the privilege to 
work with. If you have any questions about these guidelines, please don’t hesitate to call 
us at (773) 973-3375. 
 

NAME OF GROUP:  Listen Up! A Cappella  
(aka Listen Up! Jewish Vocal Band) 
(please note capitalization, exclamation point and 
spaces as shown above) 
 

PERFORMING SINCE:  1992 
 
PRIMARY CONTACT:  STEVE SINGER 

(773) 973-3375 
    steve@jewishsong.com 
    http://www.jewishsong.com 
    http://www.facebook.com/jewishsong 
    @jewishsong (Twitter) 
 
LOGOS: logo should accompany publicity materials when 

applicable, see attached sheet 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS:   press photos available by request 
 
GROUP MEMBERS:  STEVE SINGER (director/arranger, vocal percussion) 

KEVIN KIRSHENBAUM (high tenor) 
AY KARSH (baritone) 
NOAH MISHKIN (bass) 
MOSHE MANN (tenor) 
     

RECORDINGS:   DAY JOB  (released July 2008) 
JEWPHORIA (released February 2002) 

    AL HANISIM   (released December 1997) 
SHIMU NA (released December 1995)   

     
WRITE-UPS and REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 




